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World  hog  numhers  at  the  "beginning  of  19^S  are  estimated  at  approximately 
2hf  million  head,  an  increase  of  5»7  million  or  ahout  2.5  percent  over  the 
preceding  year.    The  present  nombers,  however,  are  more  than  kl  million  head 
or  almost  I5  percent  "below  the  five-year  (l936~^0)  average,  when  nomhers  were 
at  relatively  high  levels  in  Europe,  Asia  and  the  Soviet  Union* 

At  the  "beginning  of  19^8,  North  America  with  70. 9  million  head,  had 
about  1.8  million  fewer  hogs  than  in  I9U7.    Europe,  with  5O.O  million,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  about  l.U  more.  South  America,  with  35-. 5  million,  was 
up  2.0  million  head,  while  the  Soviet  Union  increased  more  than  3.0  million 
head.    Asia,  Africa,  and  Oceania  also  indicated  moderate  increases  over 
19^7.    The  most  significant  increases,  however,  were  in  Brazil,  China,  and 
the  Soviet  Union,  while  the  principal  decreases  took  place  in  the  United 
States,  Ar£:entina,  Denmark  and  Germany. 


HOGS:  Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continents » 
averages  1931-35  and  1936-1^0,  annual  19W+-19U7 
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\  19^ 

;  19H5 

;  19^6 

or  area 

;  i?3i-35 

►  1936-i40 

■ 

\  Thou- 
t  sands 

!  Thou- 
\  sands 

;  Thou- 
\  sands 

t  Thou- 
;  sands 

!  Thou- 

\  S€Ulds 

;  Thou- 
i  sands 

North  America  1 
Europe  : 
Soviet  Union 
Asia  : 
South  America 
Africa  J 
Oceania 

66,200  < 
79.900 
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2,900  , 
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.  75.600 
.   32,300  , 
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70,300 
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;  72,700 
U8,600 
8.600 
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'  32.500 
3.^0 
2,000 

Total 

;  287,000  , 

288,700  , 

278,900  ! 

2^,800  ; 

'  237.900  1 

2^1,400 

a/  Preliminary,    b/  Estimate  included  in  world  total. 


The  increases  in  hog  numbers  in  eastern  Europe  and  in  some  other  coantries 
reflect  the  relatively  good  grain  crops.    Conversely,  the  decreases  in  western 
Europe  and  in  the  United  States  reflect  the  unfavorable  grain  and  feed  crop 
harvests  of  last  season. 
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In  comparison  with  the  1936~^0  average,  iTorth  America  had  alDoat  3.6 
million  more  hogs  at  the  "beginning  of  19^8  and  South  America  approximately 
3.2  million  more  hogs.     Bat  in  Europe  there  were  25»6  million  fewer  hogs  in 
iSkS;  in  the  Soviet  Union,  ahoat  20  million;  and  in  Asia  approximately  806 
million  fewer.     Total  hog  nujnbers  in  Africa  and  Oceania  reflect  no  signifi- 
cant changes  from  the  earlier  periods 

Hog  numhers  increased  in  certain  areas  of  the  v/orld,  primarily  iDecaase 
of  a  more  favorable  feed  situation  and  a  strong  consujuer  dem.and  for  pork  and 
pork  products.     In  some  countries,   the  removal  of  ceiling  prices  and  other 
restrictions  had  a  tendency  to  increase  hog  numbers c     Some  increases  have 
Occurred  in  eastern  and  southeastern  countries  of  Europe  x^rhere  a  predeter- 
mined plan  is  followed  for  increasing  hog  numbers.     The  primary  purposes  are 
to  increase  meat  supplies  for  domestic  use  and  for  export  tradec. 

Substantial  decreases  in  hog  numbers  occurred  daring  1947  in  some  of  the 
principal  producing  countries.     In  the  United  States,  a  tight  feed  situation, 
strong  consumer  demand  and  high  prices  received  by  the  farmers  led  to  unusu- 
ally heav^"  marketings  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.     Uncertainty  of 
foreign  m.arkets  and  hog  prices,  and  the  profitability  of  other  competitive 
enterprises  in  Argentina  apparently  have  held  back  expa^nsion  of  hog  produc- 
tion in  19U7. 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  appear  to  be  held  down  by  the  shortage  of  feed 
grains,   the  increase  in  other  production  costs,   and  inadequate  export  prices. 
These  factors,   together  v/ith  drought  conditions,  v/ere  the  principal  factors 
in  decreasing  hog  num.bers  and  restricting  hog  production  in  many  of  the  Euro- 
pean countries  during  the  past  year. 

Hog  numbers  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  l3kS  were  reported  at 
55,0385000  head,   a  decrease  of  almost  2  million,   or  3  percent  below  a  year 
earlier.     This  decrease  was  greater  than  the  increase  that  occurred  in  the 
19^7  pig  crop.     Hog  marketings,  particularly  during  the  last  quarter  of  19^7> 
were  relatively  hea.vy  because  of  the  strong  consum.er  demand,   the  high  prices 
received  by  farmers,  and  reduced  feed  supplies.     Present  numbers  are  nearly 
ik  percent  above  the  1936-UO  average,  but  3U  percent  below  the  all-time  high 
of  January  1,  19^^- 

Fewer  hogs  were  bred  last  fall  for  spring  farrowing  because  of  the  indi- 
cated short  corn  crop  and  higher  feed  prices.     As  a  result,  the  number  of 
sows  and  gilts  on  farms  January  l,  l9l;8  tota^led  only  8,690^000  head,  10  percent 
below  a  year  earlier. 

Canadian  hog  numbers  as  of  December  19U7  are  estim.ated  at  somewhere  near 
6  million  head,   showing  practically  no  change'  in  'the  trend  from  19U6.  Although 
numbers  are  considerably  higher  than  the  1936~U0  average,   they  are  now  more 
than  two-fifths  below  the  peak  of  19UU.     The  increase  in  bacon  prices  recently 
provided  by  the  renegotiation  of  the  United  Kingdom-Canada  agreement  assures 
a  fa,vorable  hog-barley  feed  ratio,  which  is  expected  to  maintain,   if  not 
increase,   hog  production  in  19^8-.     It  is  reported  that  the  demand,  for  breeding 
S5WS  has  increased  since  the  new  bacon  prices  went  into  effect. 
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In  the  absence  of  any  recent-  official-  data  on  hog  numhers  in  Mexico  for 
19^7*  it  is  the  opinion  of  observers  that  hog  numbers  in  be  main- 

tained at  aboat  the  same  level  as  in  recent  years.     The  number  of  hogs 
slaughtered  as  a  result  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  has  been  negligible  in 
comparison  to  the  total  number. 

In  19^7»  abundant  supplies  of  feed  (root  crops  and  palmiche  nuts)  and 
removal  of  Cuban  ceiling  prices  on  pork  and  pork  products  last  July  contributed 
v  to  a  moderate  increase  of  100,000  head  in  hog  numbers  over  that  of  last  year. 

Hog  numbers  on  July  1,  19U6,   according  to  recent  Cuban  National  Agricultural 
Census,  were  about  1.6  mdllion  head.     Numbers  at  the  beginning  of  l^kS  were 
estimated  at  I.7  million  head.     The  present  tendency  of  Cuban  producers  is  to 
hold  on  to  their  hogs  for  sale  later,  when  beef  becomes  scarce  and  the  price 
of  pork  increases.     The  other  North  American  countries  reflect  no  particular 
change  in  hog  numbers. 

Hog  numbers  in  Brazil,   the  largest  hog-producing  country  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere,  are  believed  to  have  been  largely  restored  after  the  hog  cholera 
epidemic  of  19^6.     Although  dataare  incomplete  and  fragmentary,  numbers  in 
19^7  were  estimated  at  2U  million  head  and  19^S  numbers  at  25  million. 

Argentine  hog  numbers  in  July  19^7  are  believed  to  have  reached  the 
lowest  level  in  years.     The  numbers  for  July  19^7  were  estimated  at  only 
2*5  million  head  and  for  July  19^8  are  estim.ated  at  3.5  million,  both  of 
which  are  higher  than  some  trade  sources  indicate.     Kog  numbers  last  July 
were  about  two-thirds  of  the  I93b-U0  average.     Uncertainty  of  hog  prices  and 
foreign  market  outlets  and  the  greater  profitability  of  other  competitive 
farm  enterprises  are  the  factors  that  are  holding  back  expansion  of  the  hog 
industry.     Although  the  hog-corn  feed  ratio  now  shows  a  favorable  relationship, 
only  a  moderate  increase  is  occurring  in  hog  numbers.     This  increase  seems  to 
appear  mainly  among  the  small  producers  and  share  croppers.     The  larger  pro- 
ducers apparently  question  the  advisability  of  shifting  back  to  hog  production. 

The  other  South-  American  countries  indicate  no  important  changes  during 
19^7»  except  in  Peru,  where  the  removal  of  price  ceilings  brought  about  a 
moderate  increase  in  hog  numbers. 

Slightly  higher  hog  num^bers  are  estimated  for  the  United  Kingdom  in 
June  I9U8,  but  numbers  are  still  less  than  two-fifths  of  the  1936-40  average. 
Somewhat  more  liberal  feed  rations  during  19^7  apparently  resulted  in  a  mod- 
erate increase  in  number  of  sows  and  gilts  bred  last  fall.     Consequently,  the 
achievement  of  hog  production  goals  (targets)  set  forth  in  the  Agricultural 
Expansion  Program  seems  to  depend  largely  on  the  availability  and  upon  the 
progressive  increase  of  imported  feed  supplies.     In  19^7  -Sire ,   owing  to 
shortage  of  feed,   shov/ed  a  k  percent  decline  in  hog  numbers.     The  present 
short  feed  situation  and  reduction  in  breeding  numbers  seem  to  offer  no 
prospect  for  an  increase  in  hog  num.bers  in  19^8. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:     Hunter  of  hogs  on  farms, 
"by  principal  classes,  1939~19^7 


:                     Other  pigs 

Date 

:  Breeding 
:  sov/s 

•  5  i^onths 

•  old  and 

over 

2  months 
and  un- 
der 5 

Under  2 
m.cnths 

Total 

mi  1 

Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1939~J  "^ne 

542 

801 

•  1,S72 

1.179 

U,39U 

DecenlDer 

969 

2,0Ul| 

1,111  ■ 

^.677 
U.IOd 

19140- June 

:  951 

■  1,77B 

909 

December 

329 

1,156 

1,S15 

658 

3.95s 

19^1 -J  line 

244 

73c 

l,llU 

U69 

2,55s 

DecemlDer 

2U9 

823 

39H 

2.33s 

19^2 -June 

250 

631 

812 

U51 

2,1^3 

Decem"ber 

1S9 

8U2 

858 

323 

2,211 

19U3-June 

186 

629 

667 

1,829 

Decem'ber 

19B 

717 

612 

28U 

1,811 

l9UU-I^Iarch 

221 

606 

52t 

3^9 

1,696 

J  une 

253 

537 

66^ 

U15 

1,867 

September 

258 

6S5 

701 

517 

2,162 

Decem'ber 

2^0 

785 
7t)6 
681 

821 

371 

2,217 

l9U5-Marcb'' 

241 

665 

396 

2,069 

J  une  : 

800 

U25 

2,152 
.2,256 

September 

23s 

810 

7U2 

U65 

December 

222 

830 

770 

350 

2,172 

ignb-March       .  . 

220  ■ 

716 

625 

391 

1.952 

June  : 

221 

582 

762 

391 

1.955 

September  . 

200 

72^ 

629 

U21 

1.973 

December  : 

173 

728 

695 

262 

1,859 

l9U7-March  : 

1S6 

655 

550 

281 

1,672 

June 

197 

516 

630 

286 

1,629 

September  : 

21s 

656 

•  U90 

397 

1,761 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics, 


In  Denmark,  hog  numbers  continue  the  downward  trend  which  began  in 
19^5*     Nur-ibers  in  January  19^8  totaled  1.6  million  head  and  are  now  slightly 
more  than  one-half  of  the  1936-HO  average.     Present  numbers  are  the  lowest 
since  19^3*     Reduced  fall  and  winter  breedings  indicate  fewer  far rowings  and 
a  smaller  pig  crop  in  1948.     Shortage  of  feed  grains  and  inadequate  ejcport 
iDrices  appear  to  be  the  retarding  factors  in  Danish  hog  production. 

Hog  numbers  in  Sweden  were  slightly  higher  in  19U7  than  in  the  preceding 
year.     The  increased  hog  production  in  the  spring  of  19^7  resulted  in  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  over-e:<pansion  in  relation  to  availability  of  feed  supplies. 
As  a  result,  m.arketings  were  larger  and  will  continue  heavy  through  spring. 
Notwithstanding  the  shortage  of  feed,  a  slight  increase  in  hog  -oroduction  ir- 
indicated  for  19U8.     Norway,  notwithstanding  the  drought  and  limdted  feed 
supplies,  is  believed  to  have  maintained  hog  numbers  somev^hat  near  the  19^6 
level. 
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DEM'^IASK:     Nmn'ber  of  hogs  on  farms  "by  principal  classes, 
average  1936-39,  annual  iSkk-lSkS 


\  Bred 
1  sows 

Pigs  and 

Date 

]  Total 
sows 

.  Sackling 
'  pigs 

slaughter 

Total  a/ 

Thoasands 

Thoasands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Average  1936-^9 

Janaary 

'  ^51 

2^8 

1,  969 

2,  962 

March 

377 

71+1 

1,829 

P  Q^7 

J-^ly 

376 

2U1| 

1 ,  9U6 

Octoter 

355 

21  9 

7in 

2. 1^^ 

^,199 

19UU 

Janaary 

1U9 

?  291 

March 

220 

1 

U89 

1  R7P 

2,291 

p  oUq 

July 

£_  ^  ) 

1  ?Q 

OctolDer 

1^^ 

116 

^17 

1  S26 

2, 1U8 

19U5 

■J  anaary 

17"^ 

106 

■^Sl 

1  287 

1  819 

March 

1 

_L  \j\J 

9S 

1  TOR 

1  (^Pl 

July 

196 
a,  _y  v_/ 

lUO 

1  .  07^ 

-  i  ^  1  J 

1  617 

Octoher 

21^ 

128 

■  J*— 

1,08U 

1,  7^8 

Janaary  ; 

2O1 

127 

1 .177 

1  ,  777 

March  ; 

199 

U26 

1,211 

1  8UU 

Jul  V 

iQl 

1  po 

J  \  1 

1   1  9P 

1  7fi8 

October 

I9U 

115 

U26 

1,278 

1,907 

19U7  "b/ 

Janaary 

195 

120 

351 

1.133 

1,687 

March  : 

209 

1,150 

1,779 

Jaly 

208 

129 

UU3 

1,163 

1,823 

Octooer  : 

181 

91 

1,358 

1.985 

19^8  W  : 

J  anaary  : 

1U2 

SO 

275  • 

1,181 

1,60U 

ConTpiled  from  official  sources. 


a/  Inclusive  of  "boars,     h/  Beginning  March  19^6,  data  represent  census  returns 
for  the  whole  country,   including  parishes  and  "boroughs. 

In  the  Ne therlands ,  hog  numbers  as  of  May  19^8  are  estimated  at  one 
million,  head.     Although  this  is  an  increase  of  a'bout  17  percent  over  19^7? 
the  num"bers  are  now  about  one- third  belov/  the  1936-^0  average.     The  increase 
in  numbers  is  believed  to  reflect  some  improvement  in  feed  situation,  resulting 
from  the  larger  than  usue.l  root  crop  production  in  the  latter  part  of  19^7* 
Hog  numbers  in  Belgium  at  the  beginning  of  19^8  had  declined  about  17  percent 
from  a  year  earlier  and  are  now  about  two- thirds  of  the  1936-^0  average. 
Shortage  of  feed  grain,  apparently  caused  a  redaction  in  the  number  of  breeding 
sows  in  19^7  and  v-^as  the  principal  factor  in  the  decrease  of  hog  numbers.     The  . 
number  of  bred  sows    as  of  January  1,  19^8    again  continued  to  show  a  down- 
ward trend. 
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The  latest  estimates  on  hog  numbers  in  the  four  zones  of  Germany  indicate 
that  a  decrease  of  about  8  percent  has  occurred  since  December  19^6.  Present 
numbers  appear  to  be  slightly  more  than  tv;o-fifths  of  the  1936-UO  average. 
The  continuing  need  for  food  grains  for  human,  consumption  has  forced  a,  down- 
ward ad.ius tmient'  in  hog  num.be rs  to  bring  them  in  line  with  available  feed 
sunplies.  -  ' 

■    -In  ?ran&e,   the.  hog  numbers  in.  the  fall  of  19^7  showed. a' slight  increase 
over  the  preceding  year,  but  numbers' are  still  about  one-fifth  below  the-  . 
iS'^b-hO  average.  .  .Drought  reduced  feed  suoplies  in  the  latter  "oart  of  .  19U7  ■ 
and  brought  about  heavy  liquidation  of.  hogs.     However,  with  last  fall's 
potato  and  barley  crops  som.ewhat  better  than  a  year  earlier,:  it  is  assumed 
that  this  temporary  improvement  in  the-  feed  situation  has  hn.d  a  tendency  to 
slow  up  liquidation.     Under  such  conditions  liquidation  may  extend  into  19^S. 
On  the  other  hand,   if  Prance  is  p.ble  .  to  imroort  considerable  quantities  of  ".. 
concentrated;  feeds  and  exioeriences  a:  good  crop  season  in  19^8,  the  present  .' 
large  .  number- of"  sows  ^^ould  permit  a  ra;^:id  increase  in  hog  numbers.  /. 

According  to  the  best  available- inf orma.ti on:  on  Poland,  hog  numbers  in 
19^7  £^hd  19^&  continue  to  indicate  an  upward  trend  a.nd  p„re  no^-'  ;ibout  two- 
thirds  of  the  l93b-40  average.     It  ha,s  been  reported  that  hog  breeding  condi- 
tions, have  improved  since  milling  rates  were  established  at  ~(0  percent, 
making  more  milling  offal  available  for  feed.     Farmers  are  also  continuing  to 
feed  potatoes  which  ^leve  in  surplus.     Poland  is  planning  to  retrieve  her 
prevrar  trade,  particularly  in  h.ams ,  bacon  and  srlted  meats. 

C z e c h 0 s  1 0 V ak i an  hog.  numbers  in  Docem.ber  of  19^7  were  almost  2  million 
head  below  a',  year  earlier.  ■  This  is  about  I3  i^ercent  belov^;  the  l^'^G-hO 
average.     The  shortage  of  feed  supplies  and  a  high  incidence.-  of  hog  diseases 
were ■ the  factors  which  contributed  to  the  reduction  in  numbers.     In  Austria 
the  iDecember-  19^7--  hog  numbers  appear'-  to  continue-  upward  trend  which  began  in 
19^6.     Present  numbers  are  now  about  three-fifths  of  the  1936-^0  average. 

In  the  Salkan  countries,  Yugoslavia  in  19^'^7  is  believed;  to  have  continued 
the  upward  trend  in  hog  numbers  which  m.ay  have  begun  in  19^5*     Numbers  now  are 
somewhat  larger  than  the-  1936-UO  average.     Rumanian  hog  numbers,  now  about 
three-fifths  of  pre^^^ar,  a,re  believed  to  have  increased  in  19^7»  v;hile  numbers 
in  Eungp.ry,  Bulgaria,   and  G-reece  e::QVQSj:  to  have  decreased  in  19^7' 


More  favorable  crop  production  in  the  Soviet  Union,   coupled  with  their 
planned  -oroductiou,   is  reflected  in  increased  hog  n'ombers.     It  is  believed 
that  a  substantial'  increase  occurred  during  the  year,  but  present  numbers 
may- be  only  a  little  more  than  a  third  of  the  last  prewar  figure  available. 

African  hog  numbers  sre  believed  to  be  150,000  head  higher  in  1947  than 
in- 19^6,  but  these  n'umbers  are  only  slightly  above  the  193^-^0  average. 
Although  the  feed  supplies  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  in  19U3-U6  were  re- 
duced-by  severe  droughts,  hog  numbers  were  relatively  well  maintained  in 
I9U6  and  19I47  and  some  increase  has  ^een  indicated  for  19^2.     The  19^6  and 
19^7' -numbers  were  slightly  above  prevrar. 
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In  Aastralia  hog  numbers  for  March  3I,  19US  are  estimated  to  be  2  percent 
larger  than  a  year  ago,  about  k  percent  above  the  1936-UO  average.  Although 
more  favorable  seasonal  conditions  provided  an  improved  feed  situation,  the 
hog  producers  do  not  consider  the  December  increase  in  bacon  and  pork  prices 
commensurate  with  the  higher  costs  of  production,  particularly  feed  and  labor. 
Shortage  of  meat  meal,  mill  offals,   fencing  i\rire  and  building  materials  in 
19^7  had  a  restrictive  influence  on  producers  contemplating  expansion  of 
pig  herds.     Rebuilding  of  pig  herds  has  occurred  in  some  districts  of  certain 
states,  but  expeJision  will  require  some  time. 

l^ew  Zealand  hog  numbers  in  19^7  showed  a  decline  of  about  one  percent  from 
a  year  ago  and  are  now  nearly  2S  percent  below  the  1936-UO  average.  Pigs 
6  months  and  under  one  year  old  increased  considerably,  but  all  other  classes, 
including  breeding  sows,  decreased.    At  the  present  time,  there  seems  to  be 
little  interest  in  expanding  hog  production  because  of  the  high  prices  for 
dairy  products  and  for  dairy  byproducts.     More  recently,  less  skim  milk  has 
been  available  for  pig  feeding.     Numbers  in  19US  are  likely  to  be  lower  if 
other  farm  enterprises  continue  to  be  more  profitable  than  pig  production. 

China,   the  principal  producer  of  hogs  in  .Asia,   is  reported  to  have  had 
an  increase  of  almost  5  million  hogs  in  19U7.     The  total  number  of  hogs 
indicated  for  19^7  ^^as  59  million  head,  compared  with  63  million  for  the 
1936-^0  period,   or  jG  million  in  the  1931-35  period.     Kore a.  Pond  Formosa 
indicate  a  small  increase  in  numbers,  while  Ja:pan  is  believed  to  have  had 
no  significant  change  in  hog  numbers. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularljr  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production,  approved  by  the  Office  of  J'oreign  Agricultural  Relations  Comrdttee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.     For  this  report  the  committee  wa.s 
composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,   Chairman,   C.  li.  Purves,  Elmer  A.  Reese,  Hazel  B, 
Kefauver,  Lois  B.  Bacon,  Theodora  T.  B.  Mills,  and  Constance  H,  Parnworth. 
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